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EE 2. Basil M. Price, S.J., A& 8tH7| wa HA =% 30 217H 1999

A Thirty—three Year Association : In Appreciation

I first met Prof. Park Young-ki in the summer of 1963 at a labor seminar
conducted at the then Sogang College. It was not the casual face to face meeting
which impressed me but rather his interventions during discussions which followed
the talks. The entire program was taped and it was while I listened to and
transcribed the tapes that I came to recognize Park Young-ki's quality. His
knowledge of both labor union philosophy and its practical aspects began to stand
forth, and, simultaneously, his understanding of and sympathy for working men and
women were abundantly clear. Another facet which was clearly discernible in the

tapes was his willingness to express his opinions and to challenge those of others.

Three years later, when initial financing was secured to launch the Institute for
Labor and Management(ILM), in became essential to find a person with deep
understanding of labor unions and an abiding interest in promoting the development
of laborers. I asked several people who had a strong sense of social consciousness to
recommend persons who may be willing to participate in and lead an educational
program for workers. Among those whom I requested to suggest names was Dr.
Chang Myon. He made several recommendations but it turned out that none of them
was available. But it was an international labor expert who suggested Prof. Park. He
told me that Prof. Park was highly respected in international trade union circles for
his knowledge of labor problems and the labor movement in Korea and on the
international scene.

I discovered that Prof. Park had been selected by an international labor

organization for an appointment abroad but, because of a difference of opinion his
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organization (the Federation of Korean Trade Unions of which he was the
International Secretary) had refused to recommend him. The reason was that Prof.
Park would not accept an FKTU proposal which would have been inimical to the
interests of labor. Thus, on a matter of principle, he had left FKTU and was
temporarily employed by the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, Office of Labor,
to study and make a recommendation about the establishment of a minimum wage
law for Korea. His recommendation, clearly bolstering the demands of justice and for
the advantage of workers, was rejected by the Office of Labor Affairs with the

connivance of management and FKTU.

Further inquiry discovered that he was actually teaching, as a part time lecturer, at
Sogang. I asked the Chairman of the department why he had asked Prof. Park to
teach and he replied, "He is the best person in Korea to teach Labor Relations.”
Consequently, I asked Prof. Park to dinner. He suggested a very modest restaurant
— which also impressed me. At some length we discussed my very jejune ideas
about training for labor union officers and the men who were on my list of possible
collaborators. The last name on my list, and the one which I had most interest in,

was his own.

Prof. Park said that he would be interested in joining an effort to upgrade the
working population by offering training in the formation and functioning of
independent, responsible trade unionism. We had already agreed that there would be
little likelihood of training rank and file laborers because they are not available.
Rather, to affect their lives the obvious method would be to strengthen their
organization, namely, labor unions, by assisting them to escape from dependence
upon government and management and irresponsibility to their constituents, i.e., the
workers. We also recognized that labor relations, and hence unionism, is one of the
constitutive structures of society, and if there is to be any hope of strengthening and

obtaining social justice, labor unions must be strengthened.
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Although it was made clear that financing was available for only one year, and
that his salary could not be up-graded from what he was receiving from the Office
of Labor Affairs, Prof. Park was anxious to join in the effort to provide training for
labor union officers. There were two conditions however: first, he would have to give
the Office of Labor Affairs, his employer, two weeks notice and, secondly, he would
not commit himself until he had discussed the matter with his wife. I was impressed
by the latter condition as it was not, in my understanding, a common practice for

Korean men to ask the opinions of their wives about matters of employment

And so it was that on June 1st, 1966 the Institute for Labor and Management was
established. By noon of that day Prof. Park had produced five distinct models for the
training we hoped to give. After another day we had settled upon the structure
which we have followed, with modifications and additions as needs demanded,

through 265 labor union courses in which 9,169 men and women have been trained.

It is not easy to determine to what degree the efforts of ILM have succeeded.
However, if one can believe the evidence of numberless graduates from its courses,
there is no doubt that the trainees have been enabled to function more independently
and more responsibly than their predecessors, that the union movement has been
influenced 1n its exertions to help working men and women attain some small portion
of justice by sharing in the fruit of their labor. If this is correct, the reason is the

expertise, dedication and unceasing efforts of Prof. Park Young-ki.

1998, 12, 25,

Basil M, Price, S.J.
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